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Bible Stories (New Testament) . The Modern Reader's Bible. 
Edited by Professor R. G. Moulton, Ph.D. New York: 
The Macmillan Co., 1899. Pp. xii-f- 130. $0.50. 

This series of small books, presenting the Bible in modern literary 
style, has been warmly welcomed. Certainly there is no aesthetic satis- 
faction, or physical comfort, in reading the standard editions of the 
Bible, with double columns to the page and fine, close print ; and added 
to this, in the Revised Version (which we all should use), no breaks in 
the pages except where books begin and end. But in the Modern 
Reader's Bible all this is different. The biblical books are grouped 
according to a literary classification, the Revised Version is used (some- 
times the marginal readings replace the text), the volumes are small so 
that they may be easily caught up and held, and the typographical 
features are all that one could wish. 

The particular volume of the series indicated above is the latest, 
and has a special purpose. It is for children to read, or for reading to 
children. Selection is therefore made of suitable narratives and teach- 
ings from the gospels and the Acts, and they are reduced to their sim- 
plest form by judicious omissions. Attractive and informing headings 
appear frequently in the pages, dividing the text into readable para- 
graphs. Such a book will be a great blessing to children, young and 
old, who read the New Testament, or do not but should. 

The choice of which narrative to use when the same event is 
recorded in more than one gospel is made, apparently, according to a 
literary standard rather than a historical standard. But even then the 
Matthew form of the Sermon on the Mount, and particularly of the 
Beatitudes, should have been given rather than the cruder and harsher 
form of Luke. Another instance of questionable choice is when Paul's 
conversion is given in the narrative of Acts 9 : 1-19, instead of in one 
of the other forms which the book attributes to Paul himself. But, on 
the whole, the selections are excellently made. 

The two introductions (pp. 3-6, 69-71) and the notes (pp. 58-65, 
124-30) are helpful to the reader, and, in the main, good. They are, 
however, subject at times to historical criticism. The first sentence on 
p. 3 obscures the fact that the Old Testament contains material of the 
fourth, third (?), and second centuries B. C. The characterization 
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of the Jews, at the bottom of p. 3, is not true of the Sadducees, 
Herodians, and Zealots. The description of the Pharisees and Sad- 
ducees on p. 4, and again on p. 124, is ignorant of the great political 
features of these parties. On p. 70 is found the phrase, "Saul, who 
afterward became Paul;" but it is now quite clear (Ramsay, St. Paul 
the Traveler, 1897; Deissmann, Bibelstudien, 1895) that both names 
belonged to the apostle from his youth. On the same page it is said 
that " Peter was the first to admit Gentiles to the new church." That 
is an interesting matter, about which we can scarcely make affirmations- 
Acts 11:19-21 probably does not follow chronologically upon Acts 
1 1 : 1-18, but instead goes back to Acts 8 : 1 and follows down another 
line of progress. How soon the missionaries reached Antioch and the 
Gentiles there received Christianity we do not know ; quite likely it 
was independent of, and perhaps preceded, Peter's admission of Corne- 
lius and his friends. 

It is customary to find Stephen's argument within the speech itself 
as recorded (p. 125); the men who stoned Stephen did not " strip " 
(p. 125) in the current sense of that term, but only laid aside their 
i/tai-ia, outer garments (Hastings' Bible Dictionary, art. " Dress "); the 
note on Acts 4:11 (p. 125) does not make it clear to whom this " pro- 
verbial expression" is in this passage applied — namely, Jesus ; and, 
contrary to the statement on p. 130, Agrippa was in fact king at the 
time of this event (Josephus, Antiq., XX, v, 2 ; Schiirer,y<?ww^ People in 
the Time of Christ, I, ii, 193). C. W. V. 



St. Paul's Epistle to the Romans: A Practical Exposition. By 
Charles Gore, M.A., D.D. Vol. I (chaps, i-viii). New 
York : Charles Scribner's Sons, 1899. Pp. viii + 326. Si. 50. 

This volume is what its title indicates, a practical exposition. It 
is intended for that large class of readers who, being " educated but 
not scholarly," find the more technical commentaries quite as diffi- 
cult to interpret as Paul himself. In general it seems to aim rather 
to bring Paul down to the present day than to carry the reader back to 
Paul's time, the writer keeping constantly in mind the current concep- 
tions of his own day and seeking to relate Paul's thought to these. 
The result is an eminently readable book, characterized by scholarship 
without the display of its processes, soberness of judgment, attractive- 
ness, and clearness of style. 

The reader who seeks exact information in matters of detail in 
interpretation will not find it in this volume. He will occasionally 
have reason to remember that Canon Gore is a churchman as well as 
an interpreter. But he will find him always an interesting and, almost 
without exception, a helpful guide through the intricacies and profound 
depths of Paul's great epistle. E. D. B. 



